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BUY LOCAL POLICY 
Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade) [12.04 pm]: It is with great 
pleasure that I stand today to inform the house of the McGowan government’s continued commitment to linking 
the $30 billion state agency market for goods, services and works to local economic and community benefits. This 
objective has been a priority since our election in 2017. This is manifest in the Western Australian Jobs Act 2017 and 
the associated Western Australian industry participation strategy, which since 2018 have generated 48 806 jobs 
and 3 402 apprentices and trainees and achieved a 91 per cent level of locally sourced jobs. This represents 
a $23.9 billion injection to the state economy. 
More recently, in July 2020, the Premier launched the revitalised Western Australian buy local policy 2020. Coupled 
with the procurement act and rules and the social procurement framework, we have a unique environment of 
support for Western Australian businesses through local buying. We also recognise that policy and process cannot 
remain static. 
The previous version of the Buy Local policy had been virtually untouched since 2002. We are committed to 
continuing consultation and refinement. Through the annual series of regional communication forums and the 
seven regional supplier training workshops that were conducted in 2021, there is an ability to put forward suggestions 
on policy improvements. This is particularly relevant to the enhancement of the Western Australian Buy Local 
policy 2020 with its strong emphasis on support to regional business. I am currently involved in the production of 
the 2022 version, which will be released shortly. 
The Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation has negotiated implementation agreements with nearly 
40 of the state’s largest-spending agencies to ensure that the Western Australian Buy Local policy is being applied 
as required. The agencies approached have achieved a range of improvements. The government anticipates receiving 
feedback on the Western Australian Buy Local policy 2022 from JTSI as the lead agency, complemented by input 
from the regional development commissions and our successful local content adviser network. 
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